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HFD EMS OBSERVES NATIONAL ASKING SAVES KIDS 
(ASK) CAMPAIGN 

 
 
EMS Physician Director Dr. David E. Persse will hold a press conference tomorrow, June 21, 
2005, at 1:00 p.m., at EMS Headquarters, 500 Jefferson St., 15th Floor Conference Room, 
Houston TX 77002 in observance of the national Asking Saves Kids (ASK) Campaign. The ASK 
Campaign urges parents to ask relatives, friends, and neighbors where their children play if guns 
are kept on the premises.  
 
HPD Sergeant David Crain will attend the press conference and distribute Project Child Safe 
literature and gunlocks. Project Child Safe is a program that is sponsored by the Office of the 
Governor, Criminal Justice Division, to foster safe and responsible firearm ownership and 
storage.  
 
ASK Day is observed annually on the first day of summer, June 21, because children often spend 
more time during the summer playing at the homes of relative, friends and neighbors.  
 
According to ASK Campaign research more than 40% of homes where children reside have a 
gun, and half of the guns are unlocked or loaded. Most children who are injured or killed in 
unintentional shootings are shot in their own homes or in the homes of relatives or friends. The 
ASK Campaign seeks to prevent the tragedies that may occur when children play in homes 
where guns are stored unsafely.  
 
Dr. Persse said, “Just talking to your child about the dangers of firearms is not enough. Children 
are naturally curious. If a gun is accessible in someone's home, there is a good chance a child 
will find it and play with it.”  
 
Project Child Safe gunlocks are available to the public by calling the Houston Police Department, 
Public Affairs Division, at 713-308-3200. For more information see http://www.projectchildsafe.org  
 
The ASK Campaign is a collaboration of the American Academy of Pediatrics and PAX - Real 
Solutions to Gun Violence.   
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